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"The motivations for children's use of social media platforms and the
gratifications achieved from them: A field study on a sample of the
Saudi society"

Faisal Muns Al-Anzi

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the motives behind children’s use of social media platforms and the
gratifications they achieve, relying on the survey approach by conducting a study of a sample of
children residing in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, aged between 13 and less than 18 years. The study
reached a set of results, the most important of which is that 63.6% of the children in the study sample
have been using social media platforms for five years or more, which indicates the importance of
directing early use of children in safe ways. YouTube is also the most preferred platform, at 85.2%.
Reflecting children’s preference for visual and short content on these platforms, the study
recommended the need to strengthen parental control over children while they use social media sites.
Explaining the advantages and disadvantages associated with each platform, Encourage them to follow
useful content and avoid wasting time on these platforms.

Keywords: Social media platforms, children, uses and gratifications, YouTube.
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